
Captive of the Labyrinth—Sarah
Winchester, Winchester Rifle Heiress

The fascinating story of Santa Clara
Valley’s most famous woman—
Sarah Winchester will be explored
on Monday, March 21 by well-
known author Mary Jo Ignoffo.
     The petite Sarah Pardee married
William Winchester, the son of the
famous Winchester rifle dynasty in
1862 in New Haven, CT.  A life that
should have been happy, soon
turned to tragedy.  Their child died
at the age of 6-months in 1866—an
event from which the couple never
recovered.  Her husband, William

died in 1881 of tuberculosis.
    Winchester inherited $20 million dollars upon her
husband’s death but was inconsolable.  After consulting a
medium, she decided to move across the country in 1884 to
San Jose, CA where she purchased a house.
     Over the next 38 years she acquired 161 acres and had a
house with seven floors. And she developed a reputation
locally for being eccentric or was she?
• Her home focused on 13--13 stairsteps; 13 wall panels; 13

lights in the chandeliers
• for 38 years the original 8-room house grew to 160 rooms
• President Theodore Roosevelt was turned away when he

came to visit
• The bell in the belfry tolled late at night
• Hundreds of mirrors were scattered throughout the house

to keep the ghosts away
     Ignoffo will be separating fact from myth in her lecture.
She has spent five years researching and writing the book
upon which the lecture is based. She teaches in the history
department of De Anza College in Cupertino, California. She
is the author of five other books about California history.
    Join us March 21 at the Immanuel Lutheran Church Hall
(14103 Saratoga Avenue in Saratoga) 6:30 PM for the potluck.

Be sure to bring your own plates and eating utensils and
enough food to share with other people.  SHF will provide
coffee and hot water for tea. The lecture will begin at 7:30 PM
and is open to the public.

The Sixth Star—Celebrating the Anniversary of
California Women Receiving the Vote

Isabella (Bella) Blaney was a
suffragist all of her life. She’s
part of the new exhibit at the
Saratoga History Museum
celebrating the 100th

anniversary of California
women receiving the vote.
   Bella and Charles Blaney,
were well-known in the
Saratoga community for their
civic and philanthropic
activities.

    They moved to Saratoga in 1906 where they built their
beautiful home, Rancho Bella Vista designed by famed
architect, Willis Polk.  The home was frequently used locally
by organizations for fundraising.  Blaney would often share
roses from her garden for centerpieces.
      Blaney was one of two women selected to represent
California at the national convention for the Progressive Party
in 1911 and later to attend in 1912 at the Republican Party
where she was a speaker and afterwards a speaker on women’s
rights.  In 1910 she was chair and financed the Women’s Club
Franchise League; was on the Executive Board of the
California Equal Suffrage Association; Vice President of the
Women’s Roosevelt League in San Francisco and on the
Executive Committee of the Progressive Republican League.
When she died in 1933, she bequeathed money to the
Women’s League of Voters.
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New Member of the Board of Directors
If you see Katie Alexander with a few friends in the Museum
wearing rubber gloves —it is not a new fashion trend—it’s all

part of the job of the
Collections Committee.
      Katie Alexander
recently joined the board
of directors as Director of
Collections.
     In her new role,
Alexander is working
with a consultant to set
professional standards and
to implement a process for
organizing the existing
collection as well as a
formal process for adding

donated items to the collection.  The collection includes all
items in the Museum, McWilliams House and the outdoor
exhibit.
      Alexander says, “it is a great honor to be entrusted with
the care of the Museum’s valuables. I must ensure that those
items are preserved for future generations as best we can.”
Consultant Hired
     The Saratoga History Museum, like many of the local
history museums, presently operates without a professional
Museum director who normally provides direction and
expertise. Consultant Julie deVries was chosen because of her
extensive background and experience working with many of
the local history museums.  She is working with Alexander to
set standards and guidelines and has already produced a
customized binder of information as a reference.
Inventory Process
     Phase one in the process is to take an inventory of all the
items, photograph, note the location, description, and donor.
This information will be recorded using PastPerfect, a
museum standard in software.  The next phase will involve
tagging each item in the collection with a number; taking a
more formal photograph, if necessary and creating a catalog of
the entire collection. This catalog will be beneficial for
identifying items of interest for researchers, insuring the
collection, as well as for creating future special exhibits.

DeVries noted that some of the local history museums are also
in the process of creating formal inventories of their
collections and that SHF’s situation is not unique.
     Today the collection is inventoried using a paper process
that often lacks sufficient detail to be useful and is
cumbersome to use. The new automated process with photos
will be extremely useful.  Donations can now be processed in
a timely manner and recorded properly so the new method fills
a much needed requirement.
      Alexander’s enthusiasm is apparent when she says,
“We’ve found many interesting items. For example, we have a
dozen extra large (five feet long) panoramic photos of
Saratoga from the 1900’s; some beautiful oil portraits,  a place
setting from the old Saratoga restaurant, the Plumed Horse,
and artifacts from the Interurban Railroad.  This is a fun
opportunity to learn more about Saratoga history and to get to
know more about our members.”
Proper Storage
      Alexander recently setup a temperature and humidity
gauge in the vault to ensure the collection is properly
protected.  Archival quality storage boxes and packing will
also be reviewed during the inventory.
Committee to Review
    Two committees are in place—one to take the physical
inventory and one to review all current donations. Criteria for
accepting new donations has been set with appropriate forms.
The committee includes:  Bob Himel, Michael Whalen, Lyn
Johnston (former  Saratoga museum director),  Annette
Stransky, and Katie.   Alexander says, “It is great to have
members who work well together and support each other.”
Community Work
      Alexander has been very active in the three years she’s
been a member of the Saratoga Historical Foundation.  She
has co-authored a book on Saratoga with April Halberstadt
and printed by Arcadia Media;  inventoried audio and video
recordings in the SHF collection; helped setup several special
exhibits; worked on the historic house bicycle tour.   She and
her husband have also videotaped several SHF lectures.
However, she is best known for the historic photos in the
Saratoga News each week which she selects and researches.
    Alexander has also been involved in a number of school
and civic programs including the Library Bond Oversight
Committee and the creation of Azule Park.  She is very active
in the Lynbrook High School Music Booster program where
her daughter plays the clarinet.

March is Women’s History Month
Through presidential proclamation, March is nationally known
as women’s history month.  Bring a friend, daughter, girl scout
troup to the Museum to see the current exhibit about Suffragist
Bella Blaney. Go to www.saratogahistory.com to find the page
listing important women in Saratoga history and their roles. Or
bring them to the March membership meeting to hear about
Sarah Winchester.  It’s an opportunity to share history and
inspiration about important women in your community.

Saratoga Historical Foundation
Officers

The mission of the Saratoga Historical Foundation is to
preserve the unique history of Saratoga for the education
and enjoyment of the community.

Executive Committee
Bob Himel, President
Annette Stransky, Vice President, Marketing Director
Ron Hagelin, Recording Secretary
Jane Asher, Treasurer, Social Director
Newsletter
The Saratoga Historical Foundation newsletter is produced
6X a year.  If you have comments or suggestions, please
call 408-867-7468 or e-mail: annette@saratogahistory.com

Museum and Gift Shop
The Saratoga History Museum and McWilliams House are
open from 1-4 PM Friday through Sunday. Call 408-867-
4311 to arrange group or docent-led tours.
Visit our website: http://www.saratogahistory.com.
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Save
These
Dates

Feb 4               Museum Exhibit: The Sixth Star—
                        Celebrating the Anniversary of Women
                        Receiving the Vote—Runs through the
                         end of May
March 12        St. Paddy’s Day 3-5PM, SVDC event
                        with fun for everyone!
March 21        Captive of the Labrinyth—Sarah
                         Winchester, by Mary Jo Ignoffo,
6:30
                         PM potluck; 7:30 lecture Immanuel
                         Lutheran Hall
April 15            Mary Brown and Her Daughters, Jean
                         Libby, 2-4 PM, Saratoga Community
                         Library
April 16           Pet Parade, Blaney Plaza, SVDC
event,
                         10 AM judging, 11 AM parade!
May 1              Broad Themes Within the California
                         Woman Suffrage Movement, Jeanne
                         McDonnell, 1:30 PM at the IOOF
                         Grand Hall, Suite B
May 16            The Valley of Heart’s Delight, Darlene
                         Thorne; 6:30 PM potluck; 7:30 lecture
                         Immanuel Lutheran Hall
May 21             Heritage Day, 12-3PM
May 22             Saratoga Community Band concert,
                         4PM Wildwood Park, fundraiser for SHF

Celebrating Mary Brown’s Birthday
Join us on April 15 to celebrate
Mary Brown’s (wife of Abolitionist
John Brown) birthday at the
Saratoga Community Library from
2-4 PM. Free to the public.
    The event is being used to update
the community on a project
covering  Mary Brown and two of
her daughters and spearheaded by
Brown Historian Jean Libby.  The
goal of the project is to produce

information covering the period of time of 1870-1920 when
Mary Brown came to Northern California with her two
daughters to live and the groups and people they interacted
with. The information would then be made accessible in a
digital format for community access at the library.

 Circle Your Calendar for Heritage Day
The SVDC is hosting Heritage Day along
Big Basin Way with over 50 costumed
historic Saratoga characters on May 21
from 12-3 PM.  The Museum will also

have several events taking place including children’s games,
special displays, and more.  If you would like to participate or
help with the event, call: 408-867-4311.

Woman’s Suffrage—
Lecture on May 1

Celebrate May day by attending an
interesting lecture on suffrage
entitled, Broad Themes Within the
California Woman Suffrage
Movement by local Historian Jeanne
McDonnell at 1:30 PM at the IOOF

Grand Hall (14414 Oak Street, Suite B) in Saratoga. Free.
     Women nationally would never have gained full and equal
voting rights in 1920 without California women’s victory in
1911, but basically, why did so many women dedicate
themselves to acquiring the vote? Not for what the word
equality came to mean later. Women’s assigned role in
American culture mainly centered around marriage, children,
and family life. For that reason, women came to care deeply
about the unfairness of child labor, the need to educate all
children well and that included physical education, free public
libraries, safe communities. In many places in the United
States, men bought political positions with money instead of
wisdom. These are some of the fundamental reasons that
generations of women--over 72 years, dating from the first
women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York in
1848--worked diligently to gain their share in crafting and
enforcing the basic decisions of government.
          McDonnell is the author of Juana Briones of 19th

Century California and also an author of a yet unpublished
history of California woman suffrage.  She is on the board of
the Palo Alto Historical Association and Palo Alto Stanford
Heritage, co-editor of PAHA newsletter, and chair of Palo
Alto Woman’s Club history committee.

The Valley of Heart’s Delight—May 16

A special treat is in store on May 16 at the next membership
meeting.  Postcard collector and historian Darlene Thorne has
created a presentation on the Valley of Heart’s Delight using
vintage postcards of this area with an entertaining
commentary.  Potluck will start at 6:30 PM and lecture, at 7:30
PM. The presentation will take place at the Immanuel
Lutheran Church hall at 14103 Saratoga Avenue in Saratoga.
Special Fundraising Concert on May 22
The Saratoga Community Band will be playing a host of
Broadway and Civil War tunes on May 22 from 4-6 PM at
Wildwood Park. All proceeds will go to the Saratoga
Historical Foundation, thanks to Conductor Craig Northrup.
Come and support this event!
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Dorothea Johnston — and the
Magical Theatre of the Glade

Dorothea Cameron Johnston was known as the “Grand Lady
of the Theater” in Saratoga.  She not only launched the careers
of Olivia deHavilland and Joan Fontaine but acted as well as
produced plays in the “Theatre of the Glade” in Saratoga.
   Born in Point Reyes, California on September 7, 1891,
Johnston came to Saratoga in 1926.  Her mother, Mrs.
Elizabeth Johnston, managed the Saratoga Inn, a place for
dining and lodging
   ‘”D” as she liked to be called was a member of the famed
Winthrop Ames Little Theater in New York,
and the Greenleaf Players in London, headed
by Maxwell Arnfield. She shared billing with
such stars as Grace George, Florence Reid
and the Talmadge Sisters.
   The Johnstons lived on 14355 Saratoga
Avenue.  Johnston maintained a studio which
she dubbed her “talent factory” at the
Saratoga Inn.  In the back of the Saratoga Inn,
was where the Theatre of the Glade resided –
a wooded, outdoor theater using the
embankment as the backdrop with terraced
stage levels.  It quickly became one of
California’s most famous outdoor stages.
   Johnston produced Alice in Wonderland in
1933 starring the 16-year old Olivia
deHavilland as Alice. In 1934 she produced
Midsummer Night’s Dream” in the outdoor

theater, starring deHavilland as
Puck.
   Olivia deHavilland describes the
play in an interview with the
Academy for Achievement: “ So it
turned out that Dorothea Johnston
knew Professor Sibley of the
University of California and his
daughter, Katherine Sibley, whose
idea all this was. Katherine Sibley
had gone off to Europe at the time
when there were no arts or theater
festivals in the United States, but
Europe was alive with them.
    “Obviously a very, very good
idea, so the California Festival
Association was formed. Dorothea,
knowing Katherine Sibley, asked her if I might watch the
rehearsal. Katherine Sibley came down and saw one of our
performances of Midsummer Night's Dream. I must tell you
about those performances. The audience sat on a platform
constructed over the village stream, rather festive in its feeling
right then and there, and we had a full moon for all three
performances. It was pretty magical.”
   The following year, Olivia deHavilland was signed for a
Hollywood Bowl production of  Midsummer Night’s Dream
and she was launched in her film career from that point.
   Other Theater of the Glade productions included As You
Like It (1935 and 1939); Romeo and Juliet (1938);
Midsummer Night’s Dream (1940) and Merry Wives of

Windsor (1940).   The last Theater of the Glade production by
Johnston was Distant Drums (1941), written by Dan Totheroh
of Tamalpais, CA.
   Johnston used local talent including Lillian Fontaine; Robert
Baines, New York stage; Frederick Stover, renowned stage
designer; Clarence Cassel, SF radio newscaster; and Audrey
Long, who had a brief  film career.
    She served 10 years on the faculty of the Sacred Heart
Convent in Menlo Park, and organized and directed children’s
theater groups. For her efforts in this field, she was awarded
an honorary life membership in the Saratoga Elementary PTA.
Also active in the Saratoga Foothill Club for 35 years,
Johnston was made a lifetime member.
“Quite Renowned”

   Actress Olivia deHavilland in an interview
with the Academy for Achievement said,
“One of the townspeople who was quite
renowned was Dorothea Johnston.  Dorothea
Johnston had studied drama in England and
had done a remarkable thing there. She had
studied -- in one of the great British libraries,
museums -- American Indians, and Dorothea
learned some Indian songs and how to beat a
tom-tom, and she acquired an Indian drum.
She had a costume made, an Indian costume
and a headdress with feathers, and she gave
concerts. You could say, "Yes, she has Indian
blood; yes, yes, she does. She looks like an
Indian chief, rather, like the one that's on the
nickel somewhat," but she was the rage of
London.”

    DeHavilland went on to say,
“Dorothea was even presented to
the Queen in London. That's how
celebrated she was. When she
came back from her English
adventures in London and
England, she made friends with
the drama department, the
professors of the drama
department at Stanford
University. One of them,
Frederick Stover, had graduated
from Yale Drama School, and the
two of them decided that they
would like to put on some
amateur performances in the
village of Saratoga. Of course,

the village of Saratoga was very excited about that, and all
these charming people were eager to come and see Dorothea
and Frederick Stover's first play. The play they chose was
Alice in Wonderland. Freddy designed the sets, and he played
the Griffin. He called on some of his students at Stanford to
play some of the parts, and we were a mélange of Stanford
students and local children. I was cast as Alice, and Willys
Peck, very tiny, he was the son of the owner of the Saratoga
News. Willys B. Peck was his name. Willys played the Duck,
and Willys is my friend to this day, the Duck. Anyway, we
presented it at the Saratoga Foothill Club.”     Johnston never
married.  She died on July 4, 1969 at the age of 78 in Saratoga
and is buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Seattle, Washington.
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Spotlight on Volunteers
Jennie Taylor lives Saratoga history in an 1870 pioneer home;

studies history as a museum docent
and volunteers in many areas for the
Saratoga Historical Foundation.
     Taylor has been scheduling the
Museum docents since 2002 and she
also provides some of the training.
      But she’s active in many areas:
helps with the Mustard Faire each
year; is a Museum docent as well as
an education docent; has worked on

exhibits  as well as was active in
the Saratoga Trunk program ----
and the list goes on and on.
 Active in the Community
      Taylor’s family came to
Saratoga in 1952 and owned land
where West Valley College now
stands.  She says, “ I grew up in a

countryside paradise—riding my horse through the endless
orchards and creeks every day of the year.  I can remember
driving through open fields of California poppies and mustard-
carpeted orchards and breathing in the fragrance of acres and
acres of blossom-loaded fruit trees.”
    As such she has a passionate view of Saratoga and interest.
She is active on the Saratoga Grammar School reunion
committee, member of the Saratoga Heritage Tree Society,
and keeps an eye on the Planning Commission, Heritage
Preservation Commission, and Madronia Cemetery meetings.

Lives in a Pioneer Home
Taylor lives in an 1870
historic, pioneer home
once owned by William
King, the paper mill
owner. The handsome
white home was originally
built of redwood using
square nails. Taylor has
been working on the home
for the last two years,
upgrading the plumbing,
electrical and normal

things that seem to wear out in
an older home.  Her energy
also goes into her garden -- a
paradise for birds and blooming

flowers.  She’s also spent time researching the history of
pioneer resident William King.
The Enjoyment of Volunteering
    When asked why she volunteers, Taylor says, “it’s a huge
transition from working to volunteering— volunteering not
only is self fulfilling but it makes you feel needed.  The
museum is dear to my heart—and it is very beneficial to the
community.  I have met many of the people who helped set up
the Museum originally and think they did a wonderful job.
We were so fortunate to have them preserve Saratoga’s
history. I feel lucky to have known many of them.”

National Volunteer Month—Get Involved
Since 1974 when President Nixon first signed an order
establishing a week in April, every U.S. president has signed a
proclamation promoting National Volunteer Week.
     You don’t need to wait until April to volunteer—we need
you now!!  This is a great opportunity to share your talent,
skills and experience with the community.
      �We need more museum docents so we can have the
museum open more hours. Museum docents provide a
“smiling face” to museum visitors and are very important.
Training is provided and docents have three-hour shifts once a
month.  You can bring a friend, son/daughter; grandchild to
help — a great gift of teaching someone young the importance
of  community service.
      �Education docents are normally very busy during
spring.  These docents, also receive training, and work
primarily with children.  If you enjoy the bright smiles of
children, this is a great opportunity for you.  The education
docents also have wonderful camaraderie with one another.
      �Fundraising—we are looking for someone to help.
      �Help with events—SHF has a wide variety of events
scheduled throughout the year—if you can help with setup;
cleanup; or whatever special skill you might possess—give us
a call at 408-867-4311 or e-mail Ray Cosyn at
ray@saratogahistory.com. If you like what you see, thank an
SHF volunteer today!

Student
Volunteers
California
Scholarship
Federation (CSF)
students from
Saratoga High
School recently
volunteered time at
the Museum.   The
CSF organization

emphasizes high standards of scholarship and community
service for high school students.  The students inventoried and
organized 335 books located in the Resource Center.  Many of
the books are valuable first editions and signed by the authors.
One of the oldest was a grammar textbook from 1817. An
unusual use of a Webster’s dictionary found in the collection
was as a diary during WWII.  Entries covered big battles but
also included how the family was surviving (rationing ), news
about their son overseas and signed “Mother”.  Students also
learned how to handle books using museum standards.
Director Linda Hagelin brought fresh coffee and Director
Katie Alexander brought cookies to “fuel”  interest.

Taylor dressed as
Hannah McCarthy, one
of the first female
property developers in
Saratoga and in
California, circa 1850’s

for Heritage

Taylor has two
grandchildren-- a 2-year
old grandson and a new
little granddaughter
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Tank Towers and Windmills
in Saratoga

Saratoga, one of the earliest American towns in the West,
owes its establishment to its water resources. Water and wind
were two major sources of industrial power in the 19th century,
and Saratoga’s founders knew how to harness them. The
Spanish settlers had located their presidios, pueblos and
missiones adjacent to a reliable water source. The water
supply for the early San Jose pueblo was created by diverting
the Guadalupe River, creating a large artificial pond with a
system of irrigation ditches. A flour mill was established
on the Guadalupe River in 1844 by Pedro Sansevain,
using water power to turn the grinding wheels.
     In Saratoga, William
Campbell, a first class
mechanic, acquired a site on a
local creek in 1846 to build
his mill. Campbell built a
dam and a flume a quarter
mile long to set up a lumber
mill.  Although James
Alexander Forbes was
building a similar mill in Los
Gatos at the same time, the
Forbes mill was poorly
designed and did not operate
until years later when it was
powered by a steam engine.
     Another early arrival in the
Saratoga landscape was the
windmill and tank tower. The
Bay Area is home to this
unique type of vernacular
architecture, a structural type
that is now almost gone from
the landscape. Windmills and
redwood water storage tanks
were coming into common use
when California was being settled,
and California’s pioneers were quick
to adopt and adapt this new
technology.
     Wind power as a motive force for driving millstones and
water pumps has been known for centuries. The Dutch were
particularly noted for their use of windmills. The
Encyclopedia Britannica notes that the Dutch had windmills
in use in the 12th century for both drainage and milling. One of
the most important windmill improvements was introduced by
Andrew Meikle in 1750 allowing windmill sails to rotate
automatically to face the wind. The windmill thereby operated
reliably no matter which way the wind blew.
      Daniel Halladay patented the first commercially successful
American windmill in 1854.  The authoritative source on
American windmills is T. Lindsay Baker’s A Field Guide to
American Windmills. A native of Vermont, Halladay refined
ideas gleaned from an early associate, John Burnham.
Burnham was the developer and manufacturer of a successful
water pump and a hydraulic ram. Halladay built a highly
successful windmill that came to be known as the Halladay
Standard. Domestic water storage and supply systems before
California statehood focused on wells and cisterns. Later
systems, especially in California, featured redwood tanks and

a windmill. The tank itself was located atop a sturdy redwood
tower and the structure combined a wind-driven water pump
with a large storage tank. This ingenious arrangement supplied
the gravity-flow water system that served indoor plumbing.
This compact system also supplied water for the laundry
facilities, as well as irrigating the gardens, watering the
livestock and providing water for fire protection.
      The residential tank tower appeared spontaneously and
appeared widely in the California landscape during the late
1860’s. It is impossible to pinpoint where the idea originated

and how it spread. The typical tank
tower appears frequently in early
drawings and photographs in its
complete form. The typical building is
a two or three-story structure, wider at
the base, with a very large redwood
tank mounted on top. Frequently the
tank has a roof and the structure is
trimmed with architectural detailing to
match the house.  In some residences,
the tower and tank is integral to the
residence and the tower is covered with
siding to match the house.
    Site location was critical when
building a water tower. Locating a
reliable source of water is always the
primary consideration on a rural
property. The location of the water
source then determines the location of
the residence and related structures.
While it is necessary to install a tank
tower near the well, the tank house
must also be carefully located to avoid

contaminating the water supply.
     Tank towers are built to last. When filled, a typical
redwood tank, ten feet in diameter and ten feel tall holds about
5,300 gallons. Remember that it is important to keep the

redwood tanks filled so that they do not dry
out and develop leaks. Since water weighs
about 8.3 lbs per gallon, a ten foot by ten foot
tank filled with water would weigh over

44,000 lbs, about 22 tons of dead weight.
     San Jose’s larger lumber dealers marketed the tank tower
as a complete kit with a redwood tank by the 1880’s, selling
the lumber for the tower along with a windmill, all ready to be
assembled on the buyer’s site. Windmills were difficult to
maintain, requiring frequent oiling and by the 1900’s the
windmill began disappearing as a prominent feature of the
tank tower. Small, kerosene driven pumps were installed to
deliver water into the large redwood holding tank.
     Saratoga Village retained its tank tower and windmill well
into the 20th century. Located on Third Street near Big Basin,
the Village windmill creaked until it was demolished by Henry
Clarke in the 1970’s.  Henry Clarke, was one of the Saratoga
Fire Commissioners and was the town's best plumber as well
as a life long volunteer fireman. Most old-timers may
remember him by his public service on the Commission.
By April Halberstadt, SHF member and local historian

Top: located on Saratoga Vista; windmill
from Third Street--gone Bottom: located
on Alta Vista Avenue; Saratoga Avenue
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Remembering the Blossoms
March 20, 1900 marked the first year the Blossom Festival
was held in Saratoga.  Launched by Everlasting Sunshine
(Edwin Sidney)  Williams, the festival was an overwhelming
success and one to be repeated year after year.
     This charming poem was handed out at the festival and
written by Clarence Urmy, a Saratoga poet.

Heritage Trees
Saratoga’s heritage trees are now under the purview of the
Saratoga Heritage Preservation Commission.  This expands
the commission responsibilities from buildings to including
trees. The Heritage Tree Society of Saratoga was formed in
2005 and is dedicated to protecting, preserving and
recognizing significant trees in Saratoga. You can see a map,
photo and a listing of  all the trees by going to
www.heritagetreesofsaratoga.org. You can also be put on an e-
mail list for updates.  If you have a heritage tree in your
neighborhood to add to the list or question, e-mail Jill Hunter
at jhunter95070@yahoo.com.

The Spanish-Mexican era permanent exhibit in the Museum
has been updated with colorful graphics and content, thanks to
Permanent Exhibit Director Peggy Schoppe. Stop by the
Museum and take a look!

A California Troubadour—
Clarence Urmy

Clarence Urmy,  California’s first native born poet, once lived
in Saratoga. He was
born in San Francisco
on July 10, 1858. Urmy
was the grandson of
Elea Thomas who was
one of the founders of
the Methodist church in
California. Urmy's
father was a Methodist
minister for 50 years.

Urmy attended San Francisco public schools and then Napa
College where he studied music and received a bachelor's
degree.
   As an Episcopal lay reader he helped to found St. Thomas
Episcopal Church in Sunnyvale. But his passion was music
and poetry. He worked for a number of years in music houses
including Sherman and Clay in San Francisco. He continued
to study voice and did some performing in San Francisco and
San Jose. He was the organist at the Santa Clara Methodist
Church and for 30 years at Trinity Episcopal Church in San
Jose. He taught piano at the College of the Pacific and four
years at San Jose Teachers' College.
    Urmy, sometimes called the “California Troubadour” after
the title of his first published book, settled permanently in
Saratoga around the 1870’s.
   He lived at Nippon Mura Inn (Hacienda Inn and now a
housing development on Saratoga-Los Gatos Road) and then
moved to a bungalow, El Retiro in Wildwood. From here he
commuted daily to teach class in San Jose.  He wrote some of
his finest poetry while living in Saratoga.
    He published three volumes of collected verse: A Rosary of
Rhyme, Vintage of Verse, and California Troubadour. Two
more volumes were nearly ready for publication at the time of
his death: Wild Willow and Under the Toyon Tree. His poems
appeared in a large number of national magazines. He also
wrote dramatic and music criticism for the San Jose Mercury
Herald under the pseudonym Feliz Jose.
    He was looking forward to retirement but collapsed in his
classroom and died on June 2, 1923 at the age of 65 in San
Jose. He is buried in Colma, CA.
    A Clarence Urmy Memorial was established at
 Stanford University.

Nail Biters Beware!
Parents placed these sock and
metal implements on
children’s hands at the turn of
the century to prevent
fingernail biting.  These are in
the Museum’s collection and
are among the unique
examples of early child
rearing. Perhaps a precursor
for a need for orthodontistry
and long term therapy, too.

The Blossom Way

Leading south from Saratoga, on

Past Bonnie Brae
Runs the path of Spring-time

Flowers, Flora decked today!

Make a little turn at Farwell, on

Past Three Oaks Way—

Here’s Glen Una, rest, and gaze

On mountain, valley, bay!
Stirling Nenk and Bainter-home

Of elfin, sprite and fay—

Cross the bridge and Nippon Mura

Cross The Blossom Way!
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What’s New at the Gift
Shop in the Museum

Be sure to tell your out-of-town guests
seeking Saratoga-themed postcards or
photo cards; t-shirts; or hand-drawn
walking tour map--- to stop by the
Museum gift shop.
   The gift shop has a new book
documenting a local family—Robert
Pitman who had a ranch located across
from Argonaut shopping center.  The

Last of the Prune Pickers by Tim Stanley is available for
purchase. The Museum is open from 1-4PM Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.

Out of the Closet
If you remember radio in the
30’s, you might remember one of
the classic radio shows, Fibber
McGee and Molly. An on-going
gag was to have one of them open
the closet only to have a variety
of items come tumbling out of the
over-filled closet. The term
“Fibber McGee’s closet” was

popularly used during the 30’s when referring to a cluttered
closet.

                                              Return Service Requested

Thank You for Adding to Our Collection!
New donations made to the Saratoga History Museum and
McWilliams House include a set of McGuffy Eclectic Readers
from primer to sixth grade from Nancy Hobbs.  Bonnie Stove
donated a fruit picker bonnet shown in the photo below. Stove
also donated two crochet purses (not shown) Other donations
include a framed horseshoe and sickle head (not shown).
Thank you for adding to our collection.

Making a Bee Line
In the past people believed that bees
flew in a straight line to their hive. So if
you made a bee line for something, you
went straight for it.

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
SARATOGA CA
     PERMIT NO 99



9



10

Don’t Miss the Exhibit Celebrating
Women Getting the Vote!!!

           Winchester article


