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The Saratoga Historical Foundation is 
hosting a public lecture entitled, òOne 
Familyõs Story: On the Home Place 
Over a Centuryó on January 23, 2017. 

The event, part of the Saratoga 
Historical Foundationõs well-attended 
membership lecture series, will take 
place at 7:30 PM at the Joan Pisani 
Community Center located at 19655 
Allendale Avenue in Saratoga, CA. 
Popular vintner Bill Cooper and 
Marketing Director Doris Cooper will 
give the presentation. The public is invited and asked to 
pay a $5.00 donation to attend.  

%ÎÊÏÙ Á 0ÏÔÌÕÃË $ÉÎÎÅÒȦȦ 
Those who wish to participate in the potluck, please 

come at 6:30 PM, bring food to share, and your own 
plates and eating utensils. Coffee and tea will be 
available.  

Cooper-Garrod Estate Vineyards is the newest 
addition to Garrod Farms in the Saratoga foothills. The 
generational family agriculture operation started in 1893 
when British immigrants David and Sophia Garrod 
purchased land from the Mount Eden Orchard and 
Vineyard Company. The presentation will cover the 
ever-changing Silicon Valley evolution from prunes and 
apricots in the Valley of Hearts Delight to present day 
Garrod Farms riding stables and the Cooper-Garrod 
winery. 

According to Saratoga Historical Foundation 
President Annette Stransky, òThis is an interesting story 
of how five generations have farmed continuously and 
successfully for over 100 years on this land. The story 
begins in 1893 when David and Sophia Garrod came to 
Saratoga and orchards were beginning to dominate the 

area. Over the years the Garrod family 
changed from orchards to present day 
riding stables and award winning wine. The 
Garrod family has given generously in 
keeping open space in the hills by donating 
over half of the land to the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space District in 1980 and 
has supported the community.ó 

   The 128-acre estate provides a 
spectacular view of the Santa Clara Valley. 

The premises combine the old with the new 
with a 100 year old barn, historic fruit cutting 

shed, and a glimpse of Saratoga of the past.  

!ÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÁËÅÒÓ 
Bill and Doris Cooper were Saratoga Business 

Couple of the Year in 2012. Former teacher Doris 
Cooper has been marketing director of the Cooper-
Garrod Estate Winery since 1996. A native of Medicine 
Lodge, Kansas, she is co-owner of the Cooper-Garrod 
Estate winery. Native Saratogan Bill Cooper has been a 
vintner since 1996; Director of Saratoga Foothill Club 
Foundation; District Director of the Wine Institute; 
Vice President of West Valley-Mission Colleges 
Foundation; Director Saratoga Menõs Club; and 
Foreign Service Officer where they met.  

For more information call 408-867-4311 or go to 
www.saratogahistory.com. 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ,ÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ #ÈÁÎÇÅ 
Please note the membership program lecture series is 

on a new date: Monday, January 23 and in a new 
location: Joan Pisani Community Center located at 
19655 Allendale Avenue in Saratoga, CA. See you there! 

One Familyõs Story: On the Home Place Over a Century 

Saratoga Pioneers ñGarrod Family  

Lecture on January 23, 2017  

"ÉÌÌ ÁÎÄ $ÏÒÉÓ #ÏÏÐÅÒ  
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Having the Last Word  
For some having the last word is the penultimate 

statement. Epitaphs are one vehicle commonly used. 

What is an epitaph? It is typically a short text 
honoring a deceased person inscribed on a gravestone 
or plaque. The text can be written by the deceased or by 
others. 

As an example, Singer Frank Sinatra used lyrics from 
a song that had a positive twist: òthe best is yet to 
come.ó 

Some epitaphs are 
brief records of the 
family, the deceasedõs 
career or include a 
message of love or 
respect. 

Or perhaps they 
have one last message 
to share such as this 
fudge recipe. 

Quotes from the 
Bible are very 
popular or some 
epitaphs speak to the reader and warn about their own 
morality. 

Madronia Cemetery (14766 Oak Street in Saratoga) 
provides an interesting place to walk. This historic 
cemetery dates back to 1854 and has many famous 
people buried here. Surrounded by beautiful trees, you 
can read gravestones that provide insight, inspiration or 
just intrigue: 

òHe loved!ó 

òIf God be for us, who can be against us?ó 

òI have fought the good fight. I have finished my course. 
I have kept the faith.ó 

òAs you are now so once was I. Prepare for death and 
follow me.ó  

òI love you with all my heart.ó 

òOm ah humó (Buddhist mantra) 

òIf I have helped someone. I have reached my goal.ó 

òSay not good night but in some brighter climb, bid me 
good morning.ó 

òDevoted mother of 3, all her life she thought best. Here 
she lies, sheõs passed the test. She gave her all for all to 
take. She loved us true for a motherõs sake.ó 

Have a good walk! 

3ÁÒÁÔÏÇÁ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ 
The mission of the Saratoga Historical Foundation is to 

preserve the unique history of Saratoga for the education and 
enjoyment of the community. 

The Saratoga Historical Park is open from 1-4 
Friday and Sunday; 10-4 on Saturday. Located at 
20450 Saratoga Los-Gatos Road in Saratoga. Call  
408-867-4311 for more information or go to  
http://www.saratogahistory.com. E-mail newsletter 
editor at: annette@saratogahistory.com. 

http://www.saratogahistory.com
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%ÌÖÅÓ ÁÔ 7ÏÒË 
Our thanks to our creative volunteers who helped 

decorate the museum, McWilliams house, and one-
room schoolhouse for the holidays this year. It is not 
an easy task to think about Christmas decorations in 
November but once again volunteers did a fabulous 
job! Doing the òmannequinó are from left to right: 
Valerie Richardson, Gail Hugger, Sean Halez, 
Alexandra Nugent, Linda Benenati, Steve, and Michael 
Albaugh. Not shown: Joan Bose and Annette Stransky. 

4ÏÙ $ÒÉÖÅ 3ÕÃÃÅÓÓ 
Saratoga Historical Foundation members helped 
òroll out the barreló for the holidays and filled a barrel 
with toys during the annual Sacred Heart toy drive in 
December. Our thanks for everyoneõs generosity. 

(ÏÌÉÄÁÙ 2ÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎɂ&ÕÎ 
The museum rafters rocked with the sounds of the 

holiday as Karen Fedor and members of her ukulele 
class strummed Christmas songs.  

After warming up the crowd, the Skillet Likkers 
played for two hours with their signature cowpoke 
strains of original and traditional Christmas music. 

All that toe tapping music stirs hunger pangs and 
SHF Social Director Rina Shah provided hot apple 
cider and cookies for the event. Many, many thanks to 
all who helped make this a wonderful afternoon. 

#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÂÌÅ %ØÈÉÂÉÔ %ØÔÅÎÄÅÄ 
5ÎÔÉÌ %ÎÄ ÏÆ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ 
The òWhy People Collectó exhibit will be extended 

until the end of February. Now is your chance to see 14 
collections of local people. 

The boudoir dolls are one of the interesting 
collections dating to the 1920s. Sporting a sultry look 
these dolls were highly 
sought for adults to 
decorate their bedrooms 
and other rooms in the 
house. Come see for 
yourself the attraction. The 
museum is open from 1-4 
PM Friday and Sunday; 10-
4 PM on Saturdays. The museum is located at 20450 
Saratoga-Los Gatos Road in Saratoga. 

"ÌÏÓÓÏÍ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌɂ-ÁÒÃÈ ρψɂ
3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ $ÁÔÅȦȦȦ 

Once again we are chanting the Blossom Festival 
prayer for good weather on March 18. 

Antique cars, art, crafts, live music and more will be 
part of the Fifth Annual Blossom Festival held March 
18 from 10-4 PM at the Heritage Orchard and Saratoga 
Civic Center (13777 Fruitvale Avenue in Saratoga, CA). 
The event is free and open to the public. Produced by 
the Saratoga Historical Foundation and sponsored by 
the city of Saratoga. For more information: 408-867-
4311 or www.saratogahistory.com. 3ËÉÌÌÅÔ ,ÉËËÅÒÓ 

http://www.saratogahistory.com
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February 14 is Valentineõs dayña day when love is 
expressed frequently in many ways and often celebrated 
with a glass of champagne. It seems only fitting to 
recognize Paul Masson who was born February 14, 
1859 and was once known as the òKing of 
Champagne.ó  

His connection with Saratoga dates to the late 1800s 
when he purchased land to build a winery.  

He is largely credited with creating California 
sparkling wine. 

Vintner Paul Masson was born into a family of 
winemakers in the Burgundy region of France. 

Throughout the 1860s, 
European vineyards had been 
devastated by a severe 
infestation of Phylloxera, and 
Masson's best option for 
finding work was to join other 
winemakers who had left for 
the United States. He 
immigrated to California in 
1878 where he met fellow 
French immigrant Charles 
LeFranc. 

Masson began working for 
Lefranc at his vineyard in New Almaden in the Santa 
Clara Valley. After Charles Lefranc died in 1887, 
Masson formed a partnership with son Henry Lefranc 
and took on the role of marketing the New Almaden 
Winery. The dapper Masson married Lefrancõs 
daughter, Louise in 1888.  

Massonõs interest was always in sparkling wine 
(champagne) and he continued to research how to 
make champagne. In 1892 he produced his first 
champagne.  

In 1896 Masson purchased 12 acres of land above 
Pierce Road in Saratoga from Alexander Rodoni. He 
began building a house and a sandstone winery in the 
hills of Saratoga called òLa Cresta Vineyardó in 1905. 
He used stones from the 1906 earthquake that toppled 
the Saratoga Wine Company to build the winery. The 
façade has a 12th century Romanesque portal brought 
around Cape Horn from Spain. Originally part of St. 
Patrickõs Church in San Jose, the portal was purchased 
by Paul Masson when the church was destroyed by the 
1906 earthquake. The wine glass starring on top of the 
winery is a charming piece of whimsy. The handsome 

winery set the tone for Massonõs attention to detail and 
positioning his wines as quality. 

Today the winery is a California Historical 
Landmark (#733) and it is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

He continued to import equipment and grape 
cuttings from France and set about making a name for 
himself as Americaõs premier champagne producer in 
his vineyard in the sky. 

&ÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ -ÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ 
Paul Masson was a very smart 

marketer. He marketed his 
sparkling wine under the Paul 
Masson champagne labelñ
realizing that champagne was not 
just a beverage but a lifestyle. 

In addition to advertising, he 
entered his wines in many 
competitions to create awareness. 
In 1900 Masson won the 
impressive Paris Award for his 
wine. Champagne had been made 
before in California but never 
using Pinot grapes and in the 
French tradition. Europe suddenly became aware of a 
new wine competitor in California. 

He won the Grand Prix in St. Louis, Missouri at the 
Worldõs Fair in 1904 with his champagne 

A gold and silver medal was awarded at the 1905 
Lewis and Clark Centennial, American Pacific 
Exposition and Oriental Fair, held in Portland, Oregon.  

(continued on page 5) 

Happy Birthday, Paul Masson!  

0ÁÕÌ -ÁÓÓÏÎ 

9ÏÕÎÇ 0ÁÕÌ -ÁÓÓÏÎ 

,Á#ÒÅÓÔÁ ɂ��-ÁÓÓÏÎ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Historical_Landmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places

